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thing seems to depend upon the character of an
individual. The continuance of the monarchy in
France depended on the character of Louis XVI.
That it would have been in his power to avert a com-
prehensive economic and administrative revolution
is scarcely credible ; the great part of the nation
demanded it with passionate unanimity. But a man
of strength and clearness of vision, a man whose
character, bearing, and intellect would have appealed
to the imagination of France as of one who was
resolved to control the storm rather than to be
driven hither and thither by every gust, would have
certainly saved a throne which was rooted in some of
the deepest instincts of the nation. The unfortunate
Louis committed almost every error which it was
possible for him to commit. Having invited the
whole population to formulate its grievances, and
having thus aroused through the length and breadth
of the country a consciousness of the evils which
it suffered only less profound than its resolve that
these evils must forthwith be cured, he summoned
the States General to Versailles without having
framed in advance a scheme of reform or a plan of
concessions. When the financial needs, of the realm
had been made known to the three orders, the King
withdrew and left them to their own devices. His
mother was a Saxon and he possessed his full share
of Teutonic phlegm. He preferred the chase in the
fine spring air to weary lucubrations in the Cabinet.
It never occurred to him that b^r putting himself at
the head of a constitutional movement he might
control the assembly and hold the citadel of his
ancestors. So he let things glide on ; hunted while
the Third Estate wrangled with nobles and clergy;
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